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ALTHEA IS NOTHING BUT TROUBLE! Everyone agrees: her mama, her daddy, her teacher, even

the policeman. But when Buddy Walker, the play leader on Althea's street in Harlem, watches her

play paddle tennis, he sees something more: pure possibility. Buddy buys Althea her very own

stringed tennis racket, and before long, she's on her way to becoming a great athlete - and to

proving that she's more than just trouble. Althea Gibson, born in 1927, was the first African

American ever to compete in and win the Wimbledon Cup. Sue Stauffacher's lively text, paired with

vibrant paintings by artist Greg Couch, captures the exuberance, ambition, and triumph of this

remarkable woman.
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I'm not ashamed to say it. Say the name "Althea Gibson" to me a month ago and you'd have met a

blank stare. Say it to me now, however, and you may suffer the indignity of finding me thrusting Sue

Stauffacher's newest picture book, "Nothing but Trouble: The Story of Althea Gibson," into your

arms while screaming into your ears its high points. This might be so bad either if the book only had

a high-point here or there, but the fact of the matter is that "Althea Gibson" is ALL high points. It's a

rip-roaring, snorting, fast and frenzied, well-researched, reiterated, illustrated, formulated bit of



picture book biography magnificence. With the author of the "Donuthead" books on the one hand

and soon-to-be-recognized-for-his-magnificence artist Greg Couch filling in the necessary art,

"Althea Gibson" has everything you could possibly want going for it. It's fun. It's funny. It's smart and

interesting, and has a flawed heroine you can't help but want to know more about. If your young

child is looking for a biography of a woman and you don't know where to turn, I can't think of a better

book available to you. There's something about Althea.Ask anyone. Ask her mama her daddy her

teacher or the cop down the street that busted her for petty theft. They'll all tell you the same: That

Althea Gibson is nothing but trouble. More comfortable tearing up the playground in the 1930s than

sitting at a desk in school, Althea has a reputation for recklessness. None of that is enough to scare

off play leader Buddy Walker, however. When he sees Althea play sports, he can only see raw

talent and untapped potential. With his guidance and the help of the Sugar Hill's ritzy tennis court

"The Cosmopolitan", Althea is given the chance to improve her style.
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